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Artmdel. The spirit with which he pushed his operations alarmed
the royal ladies. Adelicia dreaded the destruction of her castle,
the loss of her "beloved husband, and the "breaking up of all the
domestic happiness she had enjoyed since her retirement from
public life. The empress Matilda suffered some apprehension,
lest her gentle step-mother should be induced to deliver her
into the hands of her foe. There was, however, no less firmness
than gentleness in the character of Adelicia; and the moment
Stephen approached her walls, she sent messengers to entreat
his forbearance, assuring "KITH ** that she had admitted Matilda,
not as his enemy, but as her daughter-in-law and early friend/*
requesting, " that Matilda might be allowed to leave the castle,
and retire to her brother, the earl of Gloucester." Stephen raisod
the siege, and the empress proceeded to join her adherents at
Bristol. Adelicia and Albini remained neuter in the long civil
war, and prevented their vassals from engaging in the contest.

To her third son Adelicia gave the name of her deceased lord,
king Henry. Her fourth was named Godfrey, after her father
and elder brother, the reigning duke of Brabant.

The royal Adelicia crossed the sea in 1150, and retired to the
nunnery of Afflingham, near Alost in Flanders, where she died
soon after, and there she was buried. Strange as it appears to us,
that any one who was at the very summit of earthly felicity should
have broken through such fond ties of conjugal and maternal love
as those by which Adelicia was surrounded, to bury herself in clois-
tered seclusion, yet there is indubitable evidence that such was the
f act. Her lord especially confirmed all her charities, which were
of the hospital class, numerous and useful. She must have been
about forty-eight years old at the time of her death; and she had
been married eleven years to "William de Albini, who survived
her long enough to be-the happy means of composing, by an
amicable treaty, the death-strife which had convulsed England
for fifteen years, in consequence of the bloody succession-war
between Stephen and the empress Matilda. This great and good
man was I uriod in Wymondham abbey, Norfolk.